
MATRIARC
IN SI

Their First Asset
Astoria a Seen

Magnif
MRS. ASTOR RECE

Standing Over the So
She Rids Sorietv W

J

ace Named Aft
r'or more than one reason was the assemblygiven last night at the Astoria one

of the most notable events In the history
of New York society during recent years.

It was made so, in the first place, by
the demise last year of the renowned Patriarchs,full of years and honors. That
lamented occurrence left the Assembly.
flippantly termed the "Matriarchs".in
undisputed possession t> the title of being
the.and the "the" cannot be emphasized
too strongly.representative and eoinpre-
hensive dance acknowledged by the "uppercrust" of this city.
This consideration was uppermost in the

fragmentary conversation of the belles,
beaux, matrons, dowagers and debutantes
who alighted from their brougha.is at the
extreme western entrance of the Astoria

Hotel last night and hurried Into the build-

ing, followed by the greedy eyes or a uUUdredor more sightseers.
But there were still other points of view,

which were canvassed with animation
while the women were shedding their

wraps of fur and feathers and readjusting
the delicacies of toilet and the set of

jewels before emerging from the seclusion
of the cloak room. It was the opening
of the season of '97-'98, for example, and

from the success of the Assembly, those

who were superstitious among them would

draw an augury for the success of the
social season. Then, again, it was the flrst

formal and really big celebration given in

the new hotel that had been paid for with

the millions of the -Astors.
Concession to Yontli.

Conversation, too, flitted to those who

were going to "receive," and It was discoveredthat, whereas It had long been the

custom of the "Matriarchs" to assign a

young matron or two to assist the dowager
.i-- ..u thr> hostess of the evening,
\V 11U JIUOCU uu

never before ha dsuch extremely young

matrons as Mrs. Henry Payne Whitney and

Mrs. Egerton Wlnthrop, jr., been called

upon to ast In this capacity. This innovationwas Interpreted as a. gracious concessionto the younger element in society,
and a happy omen for the vivacity of AssembliesIn the future.
And so the guests found their way to the

ball room, where a diffused blaze of light
was flashed back from the polished floor.
The vivid coloring of the figure paintings
on the wall and celling formed a backgroundthat rivalled the chromatic splendorsof the women's gowns, and such: criticismsas were murmured behind fans were

inspired by a fear lest the prodigality of
color in the decorations should permit less
than justice to be done to toilets that
would be resplendant against a duller background.
Mrs. Astor received the guests, assisted

by Mrs. James A. Burden and the two
youthful matrons already mentioned. And
as the revellers paid their respects to the
"first lady" at the ball they were struck
with another significant feature of t'he occasion.That was the striking sentimental
appropriateness of the veteran society leaderstanding over familiar soil, although undera new roof, receiving the homage that
for a generation she had received in the
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old rod house that stood at the corner ol
Thirty-fourth street and Fifth avenue, ion?before the Astors ever thought of buildinghotels. And Mrs. Astor seemed to appreelate the significance of It, for she smiledat the words of such old friends as ven
tured to remind her of the coincidence.

Splendid Lieutenants.
Very stately and very handsomely dresset

was this old lady, whose dominating In
fluonce for years has been a result of hesocial genius as much as of her wealthHer jewels were of the finest to be seeiIn the ballroom.
Her lieutenants were no less splendidMrs. James A. Burden was In white. Mrs

Horry 1'nyne Whitney looked as winsom*
and girlish as when she was Miss GertrudeVanderbilt, and Mrs. Egerton L. WlnthropJr., was declared to look not a day olde
than the Emeline Heclcscher, whose' fathe
was esteemed the beau par excellence o
New York society In the last generation.For a short time the receiving matron
stood In the corridor leading from the cli
cular red statuary room to the grand stall
way. Only there was nothing about it t
suggest a corridor. Small had embowerei
it with exotics, so that one might liav
imagined it a bower in some tropical isle
The florist had exercised similar profusioiand taste with the remainder of the spacheld sacred to the Assembly guests. Afte
bowing to Mrs. A^tor and her lieutenant
they passed back to the statuary room, o
which the mantel was banked high wit
American Beauty roses and farleyenci:
ferns. The celling was garlanded wit!
white and pink roses, which also occurred
in clusters on the asparagus vines tha
hung in feathery festoons from the er
circling balcony.
Passing thence to the ballroom, one pel

celved that the floral decoration had beei
managed with artistic restraint, whereb;
an effect of coolness and coziness wa
achieved without obscuring the elaborat
scheme of decoration for which the rooc
has won renown. The upper tier of boxes
shut off from the guests, were filled wit!
drooping palms, from which depended
profusion of delicate Southern vines.

In Fniry Caves.
The two great wall niches had been treat

ed in the same way, and the musicians
stand in the western end of the upper tie
was screened off with vines and Orienta
foliage.
Very restful were these fairy caves o

green to eyes fatigued by the glitter o
floor and celling, of lamps and jewels am
the sheen of satin and silk in divers colors
New York never saw a ballrooom mor

gayly, more dazzllngly peopled. Never wa
the'.e so rich a feast for the eye tha
loves to dwell on precious stones. Rubles
sapphires, emeralds and diamonds of a:
aggregate value that would be startling i
estimated, vied with each other to fascinat
and bewilder the onlooker.
The matrons wore brocades, satins an<

silks, embellished with jewelled embroit
ery, tinsel, passementerie, point lace, art
flcial flowers, tulle and sable. Gems sell
tlllated not alone on their heads, at the!
necks and wrists and in their bosoms, bu
all over their elaborate gowns, In unexpect
ed places, shining out of the folds Ilk
tire flies against the background of th

nlg^- .

indeed, the occasion was remarkable. I
was an index of fashion in this as in othe
respects. Ornamentation the most prodlga
abounded. It manifested itself in tiaras
necklaces, bracelets, pendants, ear stud
and such corsage adjuncts as fringes, cres
cents, sunbursts, stars, butterflies, emplr
bows encrusted with jewels, and a hundre
other devices.
Nor were the matrons alone in clalmin;

this privilege. Unmarried women of

Students' Holiday Rates Sonth.
Tickets on sale Dec. 16 to 24 inclusive, fina

limit Jan. 11, via Southern Railway. New Yor
office, 271 Broadway. *
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couple of seasons' standing were scarcely
less resplendant. It was left for the de

1 butantes to shine in sweet simplicity un
adorned.

Pink; limit.
And even the "buds" had A'entured on

i decorative advance. True, it was a harm
less little innovation, but it was none tin

. less worthy of remark. Instead of the pur

. white which alone is sanctioned by tradi
e tion as the attire for a girl who is makinj
e b£r first bow in society, many of las
i. night's debutantes wore pink. Let th<
r names of some of these courageous damsel
r be recorded.
f Miss Grinnell was voted the wearer of th

"smartest" of the debutante gowns
s whether radical or conservative. It wa

a creation in Pompeiian pink, just ove
from Paris, and It constituted a most rav

0 ishlng contrast to Miss Grlnnell's goldei
3 blonde complexion. The material was heav;
e silk, and the front was embroidered wit!
'. rhlne^tones, turquoises and silver spangles
a Miss Beatrice de Coppet wore a prett,
e rose-colored gown. It was of satin, am
r frilled with chiffon.
s Miss Eleanor Fitzgerald, who only mad
f her debut on Tuesday, wore a lovely sof
h pink satin with frillings of lace and peai
1 ornaments.
h Miss Janet Henderson was in white,
d superb French gown, embroidered in golf
t Miss Frances Pell wore pink satin, wit!
i- rufflings of inousseline de sole.

Of the more conservative younger sisteri
Miss Isabella Cameron was one of the inoe

a notable. She wore white, although sh
y occupied the anomalous position or beln
s a debutante and yet not a debutante. Thi
e pnradox is explained by the fact that sh
a was presented at court last Summer, but ha
i, never t>een in society in *>ew iorK unt:

li last nlglit. The gown she wore was tha
a in which she was presented to the Queer

Miss Maizie Delafleld was in white sil
trimmed with chiffon, lace and pink roses

Many Dehutantcs.

j. Miss De Kay was in white point d'espri
r over pale blue.
.1 Miss Josephine Drexel and Miss Christin

Biddle were among the debutantes wh

j were not at the ball. Some of the other
j present, all either in white or rosp, silk c

sntin, with chiffon lace and pearls, wer
e Miss Marie Bowers, Miss Charlotte Pos
s Miss Helen Van Cortlandt Morris, Mis
f Martha D. Bowers, Miss Florence Coppel
' Miss Eleanor Thomas, Miss Cornelia 'Bit
*1 lngston Clarkson, Miss Ruth Hoe, Mis
* Elsie Baker, Miss Amy Brown, Miss Cassi

.Dodge, Miss (iertruae Alexandre anu Mis

aPel1IDancing began as soon after the graciou
l" opening formalities as seemed decent, an

was kept up vivaciously until supper wa
announced. The floor was pronounced pei

4. feet and the music, by Nahan Franko'
Festival Oichestra, simply entrancing.

It was at midnight that the guest
trooped into the Aetor Gallery to refres
themselves for the more serious busines
of the cotillon and all that was to folloi

1 before dawn. The Reception Conmiitte
of five ladies, with their escorts, sat at

,, central table and the rest of the merrj
nmkers distributed themselves indifferen

g ly among smaller tables set for from foil
to half a dozen.

nutnltni' thnfio whft sa t rlnwn t

(j ouprer was 450.nearly a hundred. It wl
be perceived, in excess of the limit place

e by the late Ward McAllister on those wli
. should be considered in the social swim.

The decorations of the Astor Galler
- are In delicate tints, and tills idea wa

faithfully adhered to In tl*> distrlbutio
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| of flowers. Only pale pink tosps and earnaetions were used to trim the tables.
4 This was the menu:

' t December ICth, 1897. f
k J 12:15. P. M. J

''
iThe First Assembly Ball. 4

^ j Chaud.
T consomme ae voiauie.

1 Terrapin. Philadelphie. I
Canard Canvas Back. 1

Froid.
s A Aspic de foie gras. 4

IMayonnaise de Volaille. t
""

* Chaud-froid de Cailles.
e ?Sandwiches et Killettea. t

* ' t Glaces de Fantaisie. I

jS J Petits fours. |
i Fruits. Bonbons. 1

IS Z Cafe. {
,e | Motet et Chandon, Brut Imperial. t

DiKtiiiffuisliefl Stranger*.
s Many strangers were noticeable seated at
r- the tables in the Astor Gallery.
8 Among these was Miss Fanny Heed, of
s Paris, sister of the late Mrs. Paran Stejjvens, who spent the Summer at Newport.
1S Miss Pott, Frederic Trombull, Stewart M.
,v Faille, Mr. and Mrs. Millet, Hon. and Mrs.
e Lyttleton, Miss Lvttleton and Ingram
a Whittaker were all English visitors. So
r- was Mr. McDonnell, a guest of Mr. and
t- Mrs. Whitney.
ir Others were Amos Lawrence, of Boston;

A. Hone, of Brooklyn; Miss Mlchell, of
o Philadelphia; Mr. and Mrs. Warren Wilbur,
11 of Betliiehem, Pa.; Ensign Yates Stirling,
d of Baltimore; Mr. and Mrs. Francesco
o Terry, of Paris; A. Grip, the Swedish Minister".and Baron von Overbeck.
y Francis McNutt, who has been until rescently for years in the diplomatic service
n of the United States abroad, supped at a

secluded little table with his fiancee, Miss
* Margaret V. C. Ogden.

When they returned to the ballroom at

^jj 4

|mis5 jyk '

I carols IMIJBv
| PHELPS «- WW/Uxoxes. fl^/s£kr

y?
Matriarch Leaders and Distinguished 1

.k

M»?v \ \
\ \ Fr.fOTOlvj 1 \
J 1 \/ VVINTHROP \tk JR

rtii£iH';| *

1 o'clock the dancers found that during
their absence the floor had been hemmed
In with two rows of gilded and tapestried
chairs in readiness for the cotillon.
And here occurred another indication of

the changing of the old order. Or, rather,
it was really not an Indication of anything
except that Ellsha Dyer, Jr., had been
sincere In his declaration that he would
never lead another cotillon.that he was
tired out.
Alexander M. Hadden had been selected

to succeed Mr. uyer. no oiusuiug mrvive

is Mr. Hadden. He has been a cotillon
leader of distinction for many years, but
has sometimes been looked upon with mild
disfavor by what is kuown as the "smart
set," because his interpretation of what
constituted the bounds of society was top
wide to suit them.because Mr. Haddeu
sometimes led cotillons in the houses of
people who were not altogether recognized
as undoubted members of the "Four Hundred."

Leading IVo Joke.
Whether Mr. Haddeu has made his peace

with these cavillers or whether they have
broadened their ideas sufficiently to see his
actions in a new light, it merely remains to

be told that he covered himself with distinctionlast night. He fulfilled his trying
part.for leading .cotillons Is no joke.with
dignity and discretion ana innnue goou
temper, and at the same time with vivacity
and originality. And what more, the
dancers asked themselves, could be expected
of a cotillon leader?
Mr. Hadden's partner was Mrs. Almeria

Hugh Paget, who was stunningly handsomein a pale blue chiffon gown, made
over satin and smothered with old point
de Venise lace, as fine as festoons of cobweb.Strands of wonderful pearls lent the
final touch to the Titania-llke effect of her
costume.
The favors distributed Included fancy

baskets, filled with artificial roses and
spring flowers and la^ge fans trimmed wi£flowersand ribbons.

Glance at the Gowns.
And now for something about the gown*,

Among the handsomest noticed in the ball
room was one worn by Mrs. Luther
Kountze. of rose satin and brocade.
Mrs. William C. Whitney looked charmingin one of the most Frenchy looking

costumes at the ball. It was of pale blue
satin, trimmed with clouds of tulle of the

^ i-olln »nliiofarc nf
same nue. caugut wnu unun

blush roses. Mrs. "Whitney's tiara, necklace,pendant, bracelets and corsage ornamentswere all of large sapphires, set with
diamonds.
Lady Colebrooke, Mrs. WhitDey's gueSt,

who accompanied her to the ball, wore a

pink satin gown, trimmed with duchess
lace and sprays of pink roses. Her ornamentswere pearls.
Miss Euretta Kernochan wore a rose

satin gown frilled with chiffon.
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Debutantes.


